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COLORADO COLLEGE NAMES

SEVEN NEW BOARD OF TRUSTEE MEMBERS

 Senior James Lonergan appointed 2015-16 student trustee

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. –June 29, 2015 – Colorado College has named seven new members to its Board of Trustees. The new members, all alumni, are Jerome DeHerrera, Ian Griffis, Ryan Haygood, Jeff Keller, Eric Mellum, John Troubh, and student trustee James Lonergan, a rising senior. 
“I am thrilled to have seven new trustees joining our board,” said Colorado College President Jill Tiefenthaler.  “They bring a wealth of experience and diverse opinions. This is a very exciting time for Colorado College as we continue to implement our strategic plan, Building on the Block.” 

The new members, who were appointed to the board at the group’s June 26 meeting in Colorado Springs, include:
Jerome DeHerrera ’97, Westminster, Colorado

DeHerrera received his B.A. in economics, his master’s in public policy from Georgetown University, and his J.D. from Stanford University. DeHerrera is deputy general counsel for Denver Public Schools, handling matters related to civil rights, charter schools, transactions and litigation. One of his focuses is working on matters related to bilingual education and the civil rights of students who are English language learners. He also is helping the district to build a minority and women business enterprise program. Prior to joining DPS, he practiced law at Davis Graham & Stubbs and Arnold & Porter. DeHerrera is an appointee on the Adams County Planning Commission and serves on the boards of directors for Colorado Legal Services and the Colorado Center on Law and Policy. He also is a member of the Colorado College Alumni Association Board. Previously, he served on the board of directors for the Colorado Hispanic Bar Association.
Ian Griffis ’85, Larkspur, Colorado 
Griffis co-founded Denver-based Griffis Residential in 2004 with CEO David Birnbaum (Class of 1983). He is executive chairman of the multifamily investment company, overseeing the firm’s three private equity funds and an apartment community portfolio comprised of more than 6,000 apartments in Colorado, Nevada and Texas. Griffis Residential, which has a value of more than $1 billion, was preceded by Griffis Blessing, Inc., co-founded Griffis and Buck Blessing (Class of 1985) during their senior year at Colorado College. Griffis sold his interest in the company in 1997. Throughout  the 1990s, Griffis acted as a consultant for the expansion of the college’s east campus under President Gresham Riley, a project that eventually included the Spencer Center,  Cascade Medical Building (the current Cornerstone Arts Center location), and  the CC Inn, and oversaw the management of most of these off-campus properties for CC. Griffis is responsible for organizing four separate conservation easements in Douglas County, including the 800-acre Lincoln Mountain Open Space that is now open to the public. 

Ryan P. Haygood ’97, Newark, New Jersey
Haygood graduated cum laude with B.A. in American history and political science, and received his J.D. from the University of Colorado School of Law. One of the nation’s leading civil rights advocates, he is president and CEO of the New Jersey Institute for Social Justice, and served as deputy director of litigation at the NAACP Legal Defense & Educational Fund, Inc. While there, he worked to empower communities of color around the country by ensuring an open and inclusive political process, better educational and housing opportunities, access to employment that enables community residents to compete in a global economy, and a fair criminal justice system. Prior to joining the NAACP’s Legal Defense & Educational Fund, Haygood was a litigation associate in the New York office of Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson, LLP, and was a recipient of the prestigious LDF/Fried Frank Fellowship. At Fried, Frank, Haygood represented clients in a variety of complex commercial and civil rights matters before federal courts.
Jeff Keller ’91, Burlington, Wisconsin
Keller is a principal at TK Capital Partners, a family-owned and operated firm focused on direct investing in businesses. The firm has offices in Chicago and Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. Prior to founding TK Capital Partners, Keller was president of the MacLean Vehicle Systems Fastener Group, a division of the MacLean-Fogg Company providing engineered fastening solutions to the global transportation, aerospace and industrial markets.  Keller also has spent time in the financial sector working as an international banker with Bank of America while based in Santiago, Chile, and in the classroom teaching English in Namibia as a World Teach volunteer. He currently serves as the co-chair of the advancement committee on the Lake Forest Academy Board of Trustees where he attended high school, and is a trustee at the Field Museum in Chicago. He also serves on the board of the MacLean Center for Clinical Medical Ethics at the University of Chicago Hospital and is a governing ambassador at the Brookfield Zoo. Keller previously served as the chair of the Board of Trustees at Lake Forest Academy and as the chair of the Board of Deacons at the Plymouth Congregational Church in Burlington, Wisconsin. He holds an International MBA from the University of Chicago.  He and his wife, Molly, and their three children live in Burlington.


Eric Mellum ’90, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Mellum is the current president of the Colorado College Alumni Association Board. Upon graduating from CC with a B.A. in mathematics, he started his career as a system engineer for EDS Corporation. He spent four years with EDS and then Deloitte, and has made an unprecedented impact on numerous companies. Today, Mellum owns a business intelligence and information management consulting firm in the Minneapolis area where he lives with his wife, Jennifer. 

John Troubh ’79, New York, New York 

Troubh graduated with a B.A. in political science and is co-founder and CEO of Troubh Partners, an investment partnership established in 1996. He is a member of the executive committee of the Board of City Parks Foundation, which provides free and accessible arts, sports, education and community-building programs within New York City parks, and a member of the Board of Trustees and executive vice president and treasurer of the PEN American Center, an association of prominent literary writers and editors. Troubh, along with his wife, Louisa, who is a board member, is a major supporter of The Oliver Program, an educational access program for Black and Latino students from New York City. 

James Lonergan ’16, Dallas, Texas
Lonergan is the 2015-16 student trustee. He is involved in a wide range of activities such as President's Council, Honor Council and varsity basketball. Lonergan is looking to increase opportunities for two-way communication between the board and the students.

About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,000 undergraduate students study one course at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu
